48     A MODERN PILGRIM IN MECCA
there- These "visitations " consist in standing in front of the vault and reciting a long salutation to the deceased. By the Wahabies they are held to be idolatrous. This man started to declaim against the custom, and attracted a considerable audience, one of whom, a Meccan Arab, and a well-known "Aalim " or learned man, put an end to the sermon by hitting the preacher on the head. The Governor of Damascus, who happened to be in the mosque at the time, observing these highly indecorous proceedings, ordered the arrest of the Aalim without troubling to make inquiries. Nothing further happened till evening, when a crowd began to collect in front of the Government offices, which were opposite our hotel, and overlooked the big square. This was in consequence of the afternoon's emeute, and the object was to procure the release of the prisoner, on behalf of whom there was much public sympathy. When first the crowd began to assemble, we were under the impression that the new moon had been sighted, which means the end of the fast, and is always an occasion for great rejoicing. Masaudi was ill in bed, but Abdul Wahid and I at once sallied forth to see what might be going on, and so got mixed up in the crowd just as the row began/ The mob broke open the door and rushed the building, from the balcony of which a stump orator proceeded to address them. The arrival of several companies of infantry put an end to his speech. The buildings were retaken and the intruders driven out. Attempts were made to disperse the crowd, which continually increased. Reinforcements coming up charged with fixed bayonets, using, however, the butts of their rifles only. The people retaliated with sticks, stones, and anything -else that came handy. Several were injured, but no one, so far as I know, seriously. The troops threatened to fire; but fortunately for us, refrained. At midnight, the whole place being in an uproar, the governor gave way, weakly I thought, and released the prisoner, who was carried home in triumph, amid general enthusiasm. We had got rather roughly handled during the scuffle, in which we had been unable to avoid taking part. Early in the proceedings I got a crack on the left shoulder with the business end of a rifle that was extremely painful at the time.